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 Nottingham Castle
www.nottinghamcity.gov.uk/museums

The former seat of power for Robin’s arch 
enemy, the evil Sheriff, Nottingham Castle 
sits atop a vast sandstone cliff commanding 
spectacular views over the city and surrounding 
countryside. Its history is chequered with sieges, 
murders and intrigue. It was here that Charles I raised his 
standard and ignited the English Civil War. Following the 
King’s defeat the castle’s keep and many of its defences 
were destroyed. In the 17th Century it was replaced by a 
magni� cent ducal mansion and in 1875 it was converted into 
the � rst municipal museum and art gallery outside London. The 
castle has over 1,000 years of history waiting to be explored, 
including tours of the caves dug into the castle rock that once 
served as dungeons. The castle, along with Sherwood Forest 
Visitor Centre, is exhibiting props and costumes from the new 
Hollywood blockbuster Robin Hood starring Russell Crowe 
and Cate Blanchett.

 Southwell Minster
Southwell Minster, the Cathedral of 
Nottinghamshire, is rich historical and 
architectural interest. The Minster’s 13th 

Century Chapter House 
has some of the � nest examples of 
naturalistic carvings in the country. It’s 
here that you’ll � nd the Southwell Leaves, 
intricate depictions of the Green Man 
from medieval folklore, which is often 
associated with the legend of Robin 

 Sherwood Forest
www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk/
sherwoodforestcp

Once part of a royal hunting forest, Sherwood 
Forest National Nature Reserve covers 450 acres 
and incorporates some truly ancient areas of native 
woodland with more than 1,000 veteran oaks - most 

of which are over 500 years old. 
The largest and most famous of these is 
the Major Oak, once rumoured to be a 
hideout for Robin and his men. The forest 
is also home to a wide variety of � ora and 
fauna and offers many great walks. It’s 
also here, at the Sherwood Forest Visitor 
Centre, that you’ll � nd an exhibition of 
some of props and costumes from Ridley 
Scott’s new blockbuster movie Robin Hood.

 Edwinstowe
The village of Edwinstowe is located close 
to  Sherwood Forest National Nature 

Reserve and once 
lay at the heart of the 
historic forest. It is 
here, at St Mary’s Church, 
that Robin and Marian were 
thought to have married.

 Rufford Country Park
www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk/ruffordcp

The remains of this 12th century Cistercian 
abbey provide the backdrop for tales of 
Robin’s rebellion against the Church. Rufford was one 

of the great estates in Sherwood Forest, and 
now has large areas of woods and parkland 
to explore, a sculpture park, a contemporary 
craft centre and a children’s play area.

 Clumber Park
www.nationaltrust.org.uk/clumberpark

Clumber Park lies at the heart of the 
former royal forest - a good hunting spot for 
Robin and his band of outlaws. Today this wide 
expanse of parkland, farmland and woods 
covers over 3,800 acres and boasts the longest 
avenue of lime trees in Europe. It’s here that you can 
follow the Clumber Walk around one of the oldest 
woodland sites in Nottinghamshire.

 Newark Castle
The impressive ruins of Newark’s 
medieval Castle mark the location where 
treacherous King John died in 1216. In the 
tales of Robin Hood King John usurped 
Richard the Lionheart while he was away � ghting 

the Third Crusade. Nottinghamshire was also of 
particular importance during the Civil War and 
Newark Castle was held under siege during the war. 

 Lincoln 
Cathedral & 
Lincoln Castle
The cathedral city of Lincoln 
lies 40 miles from Nottingham. Once the centre of 
the medieval cloth trade it famously produced the 
Lincoln Green clothes that Robin and his Merry Men 
wore. Lincoln’s magni� cent medieval cathedral also 
has the earliest surviving written rhyme of Robin Hood 
in existence, dating from 1410. It’s also houses a copy 
of the Magna Carta, signed by King John, Robin’s 
great adversary.

 Thieves Wood
As the name implies, Thieves Wood has 
been the haunt for outlaws throughout the 
centuries. The King’s Highway ran through 
the wood and it was here that many a 
traveller met with an unfortunate fate.
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 Fountaindale
Fountaindale is the legendary place where 
Robin Hood � rst met Friar Tuck and where 
he fought with Little John. From here you can 
follow a waymarked route to Thieves Wood, 
which is about 45 minutes walk away. 

06

 Blidworth
Close to Sherwood Forest is the town of Blidworth. 
It’s here that you’ll � nd Will Scarlett’s burial place in 
the graveyard of St Mary’s Church. 
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 Papplewick
Papplewick’s St James’s Church has several 
gravestones showing bows, arrows and hunting horns, 
and some believe Robin Hood cut his bows from the 
yews in the churchyard. Nearby is a cave dug from 
a sandstone cliff which is known as Robin Hood’s 
Stables. Legend has it that Robin kept his horses here 
when robbing the wealthy nobles travelling the King’s 
Great Way. 
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 Galleries of Justice
When the Normans invaded Britain they appointed 
Sheriffs as keepers of the peace and to raise taxes. 
The county Sheriff’s were based where the Galleries of 
Justice now stand. The buildings that have previously 
existed in this location have been known the Sheriffs 
Hall, County Hall or the Kings Hall. 
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robin hood
 Creswell Crags
This beautiful location in the 
far north of the county is a 
limestone gorge honeycombed 
with caves. It’s here that you’ll 
� nd Robin Hood Cave where our hero 
once hid from the Sheriff’s men. Creswell 
Crags is also famous for being home to 
the UK’s only recorded Ice Age cave art.
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 King John’s 
Palace, Clipstone
During the time of Robin Hood 
Sherwood Forest was a Royal 
Hunting ground. At Kings 
Clipstone, you can � nd the remains of 
a secluded palace and hunting lodge 
popular with King John. Head over to the 
Dog and Duck pub for excellent views of the ruins.
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 Ye Olde Trip to 
Jerusalem
One of the oldest pubs in Britain, 
Ye Olde Trip to Jerusalem has stood 
at the foot of Nottingham Castle since 
1189 and is thought to have been a 
meeting point for soldiers gathering before the Third 
Crusade. It is believed that many tales of Robin Hood 
were exchanged here at the � re side.
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Tourism 
information centres

01  Nottingham 

1-4 Smithy Row NG1 2BY  t: 08444 77 5678
e: tourist.information@nottinghamcity.gov.uk

02  Newark

Gilstrap Centre, Castlegate NG24 1BG
 t: 01636 655765 e:  newarktic@nsdc.info

03  Ollerton

Sherwood Heath, Ollerton Roundabout
NG22 9DR t:  01623 824545
e: sherwoodheath@nsdc.info

04  Retford

40 Grove Street DN22 6LD  t: 01777 860780
e: retford.tourist@bassetlaw.gov.uk

05  Sherwood Forest Visitor Centre

Sherwood Forest Country Park, Edwinstowe
NG21 9HN  t: 01623 824490
e: sherwood.forest@nottscc.gov.uk

06  Southwell

The Minster Centre, Church Street NG25 0HD
t: 01636 812933 e: southwelltourism@btconnect.com

07 Worksop

Memorial Avenue S80 2BP  t: 01909 501148
e: worksop.tourist@bassetlaw.gov.uk


