Open Space Strategy - Overview for applicants 

This short guide provides an overview of NSDC’s Open Spaces Strategy 2022* and it may be useful to refer to when designing your project and when completing your grant application.

1. Why Open Spaces Matter
Open spaces support health, wellbeing, biodiversity and community life. 
The 2022 Strategy identified 476 sites totaling 3,638 hectares across Newark & Sherwood.

2. Priority Areas for Investment
Analysis of current play provision shows that all settlements fall below the recommended standard of 0.75 ha per 1,000 population. Places with the largest shortfalls are treated as priority locations for investment.
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However, this does not limit who can apply. Groups from any part of the district are welcome to submit proposals. Applications that improve the quality, accessibility, safety, or use of an open space will be considered, regardless of where they are based.

3. Demonstrating Your Project Meets Local Need
Speak with regular site users & local residents
Ask families what would help them use the space more
Ask young people what they want to see
Note issues such as access, safety or tired infrastructure

4. Areas for consideration
Improving entrances and the accessibility of paths
Trimming vegetation for visibility and safety
Seating placed in visible and social areas
Clear signage and noticeboards
Upgraded or new play equipment
Tree planting, wildflower areas and nature features
Tidying boundaries, removing litter and graffiti
5. What Makes a Strong Application
Clear identification and evidence of need 
Specific improvements and the anticipated impact
Benefits for different groups (children, women & girls, older people, people with access needs)
How the project improves the local area
Plan for ongoing maintenance

*For further information please see Open Space Strategy | Newark & Sherwood District Council
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Table 5 shows the position for each settiement as to whether itis sufficient or identfied as
having a shortfall against the adopted SPD standard in terms of provision for children and
young people.

Table 5: Current play provision against standard in Developer Contributions and Planning
Obiigations SPD

Analysis area Hoctares per 1000 population
‘Current provision Sufficiency / deficiency against
(Settloment Lovel) 0.75ha per 1,000 standard in SPD

Newark 0.06 069

Ollerton and Boughton 0.06 069

Baiderton 0.06 069

Southwell 0.05 070

Rainworth 003 072

Edwinstowe 0.08 067

Clipstone. 007 068

Blidworth 0.04 071

Bilsthorpe 0.06 069

Fernwood 002 073

Lowdham 0.08 067

Famsfeld 012 063

Colingham 010 065

Sutton on Trent 0.05 070

Famdon 013 062

Walesby 0.08 066

Coddington 0.05 070





