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1. INTRODUCTION: THURGARTONOS FI RST NEI GHB
PLAN

1.1 This Neighbourhood Plan has been prepared by and for residents of Thurgarton Parish.

1.2 The Parish area shown in Figure 1 below was designated as a Neighbourhood Plan area
and Thurgarton Parish Council was designated as a qualifying body to prepare a
Neighbourhood Plan in March 2015. The Thurgarton Neighbourhood Plan sets out a vision

for the future of the community and a proposed set of planning policies intended to help in
achieving that vision.
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Figure 1: Thurgarton Designated Neighbourhood Area




What is the Thurgarton Neighbourhood Plan?

1.3 Neighbourhood Plans are important parts of the Planning system. They were introduced by
the Localism Act, 2011, to enable local communities to have greater influence over changes
and developments in their villages and neighbourhoods.

14 Neighbourhood plans must be supported by the communities on whose behalf they are
prepared, so a neighbourhood plan cannot be adopted unless it has been approved by a
majority in a local referendum.

15 There are limitations on the matters a neighbourhood plan can influence. The policies must
relate only to land-use and planning, so they cannot, for example, include other matters and
concerns like litter, anti-social behaviour, and the detailed management of open spaces,
schools and community buildings.

1.6 A Neighbourhood plan forms part of what 1is kno
covers i sitting alongside the Local Plan for the wider district. When the local planning
authority receives an application for planning permission it must make its decision in
accordance with the development plan i including the Neighbourhood Plan - unless material
considerations indicate otherwise (this is set out in section 38(6) of the Planning and
Compulsory Purchase Act 2004).

1.7 Because it carries so much weight when planning applications are being considered and
decided, a neighbourhood plan has to be consistent with national planning policies and
guidance (these are se t out in the National Pl anning Pol
Planning Practice Guidance), and with the adopted Development Plan for Newark and
Sherwood District Council (NSDC), which is currently under review.

1.8 This Neighbourhood Plan is intended as a 10-year plan to be implemented in tandem with
the Core Strategy. It will be subject to a review after 5 years and it is intended that the Parish
Council will report progress to all households in the parish on an annual basis.

1.9 As well as being in general conformity with national planning policies and guidance, and
local strategic policies, every Neighbourhood Plan must also satisfy certain other conditions
before it can be approved and then taken into account when planning applications are being
considered. It must be shown that the Plan:

1 has been prepared in accordance with The Localism Act 2011 and The Neighbourhood
Planning (General) Regulations 2012;

9 contributes to the achievement of sustainable development:

9 does not breach and is compatible with European Union obligations and the European
convention of Human Rights; and,

1 meets prescribed conditions and complies with prescribed matters in relation to the
Neighbourhood Plan .

1.10 The Parish Council has worked collaboratively with NSDC to ensure that this plan meets
these basic conditions.



http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2004/5/section/38
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2004/5/section/38

Why should Thurgarton have a Neighbourhood Plan?

1.11

1.12

1.13

1.14

The Neighbourhood Plan for Thurgarton will enable the local community to have the
strongest possible influence over the way the village and parish develops and changes.
Although it is intended that the rural character of the area will not change significantly and
the village will not grow greatly over the next decade or so, new developments and changes
that require planning permission will undoubtedly come forward and it is important that the
local community is able to influence those in a considered and coherent way i a planned
way.

Clear policies about the types of development that will be supported give everyone more
certainty about what is acceptable and what is not. In this way, features and assets that are
valued by the community i the things that distinguish Thurgarton from other places and that
contribute to the qguan betpyotecd intg theofpturecand where
possible, enhanced.

The Neighbourhood Plan will help to:

1 preserve the things that draw people to the village and make them want to stay here;

9 protect the environment that local people value;

9 ensure that housing, services and recreation develop in line with local aspirations and
needs.

It will do this through its policy, which will be used and implemented by:

9 Thurgarton Parish Council, when responding to new planning applications within the
parish;

1 NSDC, in the formal consideration and determination of planning applications for
development within the parish;

1 Nottinghamshire County Council, as the local authority for determining minerals and
waste planning applications and County Council development proposals e.g. for schools,
libraries and youth provision;

1 The Planning Inspectorate, in the event of an appeal against any refusal of planning
permission issued by the Local Planning Authority where the Neighbourhood Plan
policies are cited as part of the reason for refusal.

Preparing the Neighbourhood Plan

1.15

1.16

This Neighbourhood Plan has been prepared on behalf of the Parish Council by the Steering
Group, supported by professional consultants.

The Plan has now reached the referendum stage. This is the version of the Plan that has
been through independent examination and slightly modified as a result of it. Before it was
produced:

9 the Parish Council established a formal Steering Group in November 2015 (made up of
Parish Councillors and members of the community) and asked it to lead the preparation

ofaNei ghbour hood Plan, on the Council s behalf

vV es




1 In March 2015, NSDC agreed to the preparation of a Neighbourhood Plan for Thurgarton
and approved the area it is to cover i that is the whole of Thurgarton Parish;

9 Periodic updates on the progress of the Plan were published in the Thurgarton People
(the magazine for the Parish) between November 2015 and September 2016 and are
planned for thereafter. The magazine is delivered to most residents and is also available
on the Parish web site;

I Two questionnaires were circulated, seeking information and opinions from people living
in Thurgarton and the responses were analysed (June 2014 and June 2016);

A Housing Needs Survey was conducted in July 2015;
A community drop-in event was held during July 2016;

Consultations with local businesses, landowners, pupils at local schools and village
groups (including the W.I. and Cricket Club) took place in January and June 2016;

1 Analysis of responses to the above consultations were made available for people to read
and were taken into account in preparing the Draft Neighbourhood Plan; and,

1 Information on a range of relevant social, demographic, environmental and economic
matters was gathered and considered,;

1 A formal 6-week (regulation 14) consultation exercise was undertaken on a full draft of
the Neighbourhood Plan between 28 October 2016 and 9 December 2016, involving
Statutory Consultees and the general public.

1 The plan was submitted to Newark & Sherwood DC in late December 2016. The
Regulation 16 Consultation, required by the Neighbourhood Planning Regulations, was
carried out by the District Council over 6 weeks in January and February 2017.
Responses to this consultation together with the plan and its supporting documents were
submitted for independent examination in late February 2017.

f The independent examiner& report received on 1% March 2017 concluded that subject to
minor modification the plan met the Basic Conditions required by the Neighbourhood
Planning Regulations and could proceed to referendum.

1.17 A Strategic Environmental Assessment scoping study carried out by the District Council
recommend there are no significant environmental effects resulting from the Plan and that a
Strategic Environmental Assessment is not required. This view was confirmed by the
independent examiner.

1.18 A Consultation Statement detailing the consultation process to date has been produced to
accompany the Neighbourhood Plan.

When will the Thurgarton Neighbourhood Plan be completed?

1.19 This version of the Neighbourhood Plan will be put to referendum on 4™ May 2017. If the
plan passes referendum it will become part of the development plan for Newark and
Sherwood. This will mean it is used in the same way as other planning policy in deciding
planning applications and appeals.




2. ABOUT THURGARTON

2.1

2.2

2.3

24

2.5

2.6

The Place

The Parish of Thurgarton sits on the edge of the Trent Valley some 10 miles from
Nottingham city centre, and only 3 miles from Southwell. The parish is located in a mainly
rural setting. It extends to the north east beyond Thurgarton Quarters Farm, almost reaching
the Epperstone Road, and to the south east runs beyond the railway line and Coneygre
Farm to the edge of the old gravel pits (now used by Nottinghamshire County Sailing Club).

From the early Saxon settlement to the mid-20th century Thurgarton had been an
agricultural community. Over the past half-century it has become a dormitory village for
Nottingham.

The majority of dwellings are concentrated in the village of Thurgarton, which sits astride the
busy A612 Nottingham to Southwell road. The village is sited at the interface of the flat
| andscape of the Trent valley and the und
The landscape character of these distinct areas is described in detail in the Thurgarton
Conservation Appraisal and, more recently, the Greater Nottinghamshire Landscape
Character Assessment 2009.

The village is served by a regular bus service to Southwell and Nottingham, and has its own
railway station on the Newark Castle/Nottingham line a short distance from the village

Heritage Assets

Thurgarton is an ancient parish, with a rich heritage of historic sites and buildings. Almost
the entire village is designated as a conservation area, and includes at least ten listed
buildings (shown on the plan below). The most notable of these are Thurgarton Priory
(Grade I and St P et gGrads |) iCtheusitecdf an important Augustinian Priory
which once controlled large parts of the surrounding countryside. The parish also contains
the site of a Roman Villa, an ancient stone sheep-wash, and the site of a small castle or fort
known as Castle Hill.

Green Belt

The Nottingham Derby green belt extends as far as the south western part of the Parish
(shown on figure 2, below) and so National Policy in the form of the NPPF provides a major
influence on development within this area. Any downgrading of or change to the Green Belt
status could obviously have an effect on new development in the parish. As a result of this
juxtaposition, here is currently protection against large scale development to the south west
of the village.
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Map 3 - Listed Buildings, Buildings of Local }. 7 3 a3 I
Interest and Important Boundary Walls P N l\\
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Figure2: Thurgartono6s Conser vardareaofGheereBalt Li st ed
Flooding
2.7 Some areas within the parish are liable to flooding from the Beck i a major drainage channel

2.8

for the area T and occasionally from field run-off adjacent to properties. The Parish Council
is working with the Newark Internal Drainage Board to devise and implement a flood
management solution for the village to provide flood alleviation. This plan, or future versions
of the Neighbourhood Plan, could help to implement such solutions.

Flooding is an extremely important factor in relation to any new development within the
parish and has been cited as of concern in a parish survey. New properties must not
themselves be built so as to be at risk, and new development must not cause other
properties to be put at any greater risk. Careful consideration of floor levels, rainwater and
sewage disposal and landscaping is therefore necessary in order to alleviate any future
problems in this regard. It is considered that the district level planning policies provide a
sufficient framework for these matters to be properly considered and, therefore, this plan
does not seek to duplicate that policy.
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Community Facilities and Assets
29 Community facilities and assets are an important part of village life, they create social
cohesion and provide residents with a sense of belonging and identity thus increasing well-
being and quality of life. Thur gart onés community facilitlies a
and located on figure 3 and 4.

I NFORMATI ON BOX 1: THURGARTONG6S COMMUNI TY FAC

1. Village Hall

The Village Hall is an integral part of the village where the
community meets and socialises. It is a registered charity
managed for the benefit of the local community by the
Thurgarton Community Association Committee. Priority is given
to events and activities run by the local community groups such
as WI and to private bookings by residents of the village. {
Though the lease for the hall does not expire until 2054, it is ’
important to the community that Thurgarton retains this
important facility.

2. St Petero6s Church

The Priory Church of St. Peter is part of a combined benefice of
seven parishes, incorporating the nearby villages. It was
founded in the 12th century and is an impressive church building
(recognised as Early English in style), nestled in an idyllic
countryside setting.

3. Methodist Chapel

There has been a Methodist presence in Thurgarton since 1833
when a wooden building was erected, which was latterly made
into a permanent structure in 1927. The church is used for
activities other than worship since the pews were removed
providing a more flexible space which is suitable for events.

4. Village pub (The Red Lion)

Dating back to 16th Century, The Red Lion is a traditional
English pub serving food. As at the date of publication the Red
Lion was closed for redevelopment and refurbishment, prior to
re-opening later in 2017.

A pub provides an important role in a village community - it
provides a focal point, helps bring together members of the
community who may not otherwise interact with one another as
well as contributing to the local economy. Up until 2015,
Thurgarton was served with 2 pubs. The Coach & Horses was
sold and redeveloped to create a total of 5 new residential
properties.




5. Old Village Shop (currently Acacia Hair Salon)
The hair salon opened in 2015 in the former post office/village
shop

6. Cricket Club

The cricket club is located in the grounds of Thurgarton Priory.
The picturesque ground has been recognised with numerous
awards including Rur al Engl ani
2002. The ground was founded in 1875 and is run by members
on behalf of the village and the site is leased from the owner of
the Priory with some 35 years left on the lease. The Club has
an extensive fixture list during the cricket season as well as
hosting several village social events. In 2014 planning
permission was granted for a new pavilion subject to sufficient
funds being raised. As at the date of publication a proposed
merger between Thurgarton CC and Fiskerton CC had been
agreed

7. Railway station

The railway station dates back to 1847 and most of the original
décor remains albeit the station house is now a Grade Il Listed
private home and electric barriers were added at a later date.
The station is owned by Network Rail and managed by East
Midlands Trains who provide services to the station on the
Nottingham to Lincoln line. The station is unstaffed and there
are 9 trains that stop at the station each weekday.

8. Green open spaces including burial grounds
The green open spaces in Thurgarton are key to the character
of the village providing essential ecological and social benefits.

9. Bridleways and public footpaths (shown in Figure 4)

Being set in a rural location, the parish footpaths and bridleways
are an important asset to the green infrastructure regularly used
by the villagers ensuring the"
unusable.
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10. Bus Service

The 100 Pathfinder line bus service operated by Nottingham
City Transport runs between Nottingham and Southwell every
30 minutes and is popular with the villagers. The service is vital
for the village as it provides link to the larger town of Southwell
with its wider range of amenities 1 doctors, dentists, shops, post
office

11. Telephone box

The iconic, traditional red phone box has been acquired by the
Parish Council, which is canvassing the village for ideas on
converting it into a community facility.

12. Thurgarton Walled Garden Allotments (TWGA)

Roland Duce, the owner of Thurgarton Priory offered to create
the TWGA in 2013. There are 24 plots in total with a plan to add
a further 2 plots in the future. They vary in size from 6m2 to
9m2 and were distributed to interested parties at the AGM in
November 2013. There are 16 members of the TWGA i 8 are
from Thurgarton and the others from surrounding villages.

Since 2013, there have been 2 people who have given up plots
but have subsequently been filled by new members.

13. War Memorial

The memorial was donated by Mrs Upton of Thurgarton Priory in
1919 and bears the names of two of her grandsons, Thomas
Upton and Thomas Usborne.

The memorial was restored and rededicated in 2010; one name,
Thomas Paling, was added to the memorial. The memorial
includes the names of two men who died in the Second World
War. Additionally, the parish church has a roll of honour which
lists the parishioners who served in the Great War; the names of
those who died of wounds, were killed in action or were posted
'missing' are annotated accordingly.

14. Sheep wash bridge

Second oldest sheep wash bridge in England. The bridge
carries an old track way over a small stream, the Thurgarton
Beck or Dumble, a mile to the north of the village. The sheep
wash was in use in late 18th century and archaeologists suggest
it may have originated in the mid-17th century
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15. Notice boards

The village has 3 permanent notice boards: outside the Old
Village Shop (currently Acacia Hair salon), on Corner Croft
and outside the Village Hall. The boards display useful
information on events that are happening in the village

16. Ridge and Furrow field

The mediaeval method of ploughing with ox teams along
narrow strips of land gave rise to the typical ridge and furrow
patterns which have survived in many lowland parishes of
Britain and are visible on field walking or in aerial photographs.
In Thurgarton there are records showing: Great field, Over
field, Spital field as arable strips of plough land which surround
the village and lie on the well-drained escarpment land. The
land strips (selions) are clearly seen on the Trinity map and
aerial photos clearly show ridge and furrow patterns for Great
Field and assorted land as shown in the map.

17. Flag pole
Situated on Corner Croft in Thurgarton.

18. Former gravel pit lakes

There are several lakes around Thurgarton that are now used
for a variety of leisure activities i.e. walking, boating, fishing,
swimming etc.

Eﬁ'&ty College Cambridge
‘estate in Thurgarton c. 1730

4
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Figure 3: Map of community and heritage assets
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