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Cotmoor Solar Farm
Note on Additional Planting at Manor Farm
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Introduction

1.1 This Note has been prepared to provide details of planting which has recently taken
place in the vicinity of the Application Site for the Cotmoor Solar Farm, land north of
Halloughton (Ref: 20/01242/FULM), plus additional planting proposed to be
undertaken in advance of works pursuant to the solar farm commencing.

1.2 The planting will impact on the visibility of the proposed development from public
vantage points and is therefore relevant to the consideration of visual amenity effects
undertaken in the Landscape & Visual Impact Assessment (LVIA) dated July 2020 and
LVIA Addendum dated December 2020 and heritage effects considered in the Heritage
Desk Based Assessment dated July 2020.

Planting Details

1.3 Attached at Appendix 1 is 'Manor Farm: Screening and Shelterbelt Planting Plan' which
demonstrates the locations of the additional planting.

1.4 The planting relevant to the consideration of the solar farm is as follows:

¢ Main new woodland planting adjacent to the southern edge of the Application

Site of 14m width, plus a section of 10m width at its eastern extent

e An additional strip of evergreen and copper beech trees adjacent to the south-
eastern corner of the Application Site. Note that copper beech trees are

planted to reflect this species in the village, including church yard.

e A strip of planting adjacent to the south-west corner of the Application Site to
be undertaken in advance of commencment of the solar farm development
(subject to planning permission being granted).

1.5 Attached at Appendix 2 are photographs showing the planting in the locations
identified above, undertaken in January 2021.

Visual Impact

1.6 As identified in the July 2020 LVIA and December 2020 LVIA Addendum, intervisibility
between Halloughton, including the village conservation area, is limited due to
existing intervening vegetation and proposed on-site planting. As confirmed in the
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Heritage Desk Based Assessment dated July 2020, this would mean there would be
only a very small degree of harm to the heritage significance of the conservation
area and no harm to the significance of the Listed Buildings within the Conservation
Area.

1.7 The identified planting which has been undertaken / will be undertaken in advance of
works commencing will further limit any intervisibility.

1.8 The limited, and not unacceptable, effects in the conclusions of the LVIA and
Addendum and the Heritage Desk Based Assessment are therefore further reduced
by this planting which provides additional support for planning permission being
granted.
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Appendix 1:
'Manor Farm: Screening and Shelterbelt Planting Plan
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Appendix 2:
Planting Photographs
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