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1 Introduction
1.1 Project background

This Statement of Community Involvement summarises and explains how Assured Asset
Solar 2 Ltd engaged with stakeholders, community representatives, and local residents
interested in the development of the proposed Kelham Solar Farm and Battery Energy
Storage System (BESS) on land between the villages of Kelham and Averham in Newark.

The site comprises a collection of flat agricultural fields encompassing circa 71 hectares,
located approximately 3km to the south east of Newark-on-Trent. Along the south eastern
edge of the proposal site is Main Road (A617), whilst Broadgate Lane borders the site to the
north east. The site is bounded by a network of hedgerows and ditches alongside broadleaved
woodland. The Staythorpe Substation is located 1.4km to the south of the proposal site and
will provide the site’s point of connection to the National Grid network.

The proposed development seeks to construct and operate a 49.9MW export capacity solar
farm and 50MW BESS. The proposals will contribute towards tackling the climate emergency,
helping the United Kingdom to move closer to achieving its net zero targets for renewable
energy generation, whilst similarly securing domestic energy supply, as prioritised by the UK
Government in the aftermath of the Ukraine-Russian War.

The proposed solar farm will have an annual export capacity of circa 49.9MW of electricity,
equal to powering over 13,400 homes and offsetting approximately 13,400 tonnes of CO2
every year, the equivalent of removing 14,400 cars from the road network.

The BESS will have a storage capacity of 50MW. The facility will act as an enabling
technology for renewable generation and a replacement for gas fired power generation,
providing rapid response power to satisfy peak demand.

Panels will be secured to a simple metal framework that will be arranged in rows aligned east
to west. The panels will be angled at 15 degrees to the horizontal and the highest part of the
panel will be no greater than 2m from the ground. The batteries will store electricity and
provide instant power to the Grid when demand is required and when the solar farm is not
generating power, such as at night- time.

Under the Environment Act 2021, all planning permissions granted in England must deliver a
10% or greater Biodiversity Net Gain, and as such, a key component of the proposal is to
provide ecological enhancements across the site. This includes planting to enhance the
landscape character and to reduce the potential impact on visual amenity. All enhancements
have been informed by the ecological survey works and the landscape and visual impact
assessment.

The proposal will have a lifespan of 40 years, during which the land will retain its classification
as agricultural; once the lifespan has passed, all equipment will be removed from the site and
the land will return to agricultural use.

The deployment of renewable energy, such as solar, is a high strategic priority for the UK
Government. In 2019, the May Government codified the 2050 net zero target by passage of
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an amendment to The Climate Change Act 2008.1 Likewise, in October 2021, the Johnson
Administration published its Net Zero Strategy: Build Back Greener, which committed to
inaugurating a Green Industrial Revolution with the aim of reducing carbon emissions by at
least 68% by 2030 on 1990 levels.2 As part of this ambition, the British Energy Security
Strategy (ESS), published in April 2022, saw the Government pledge to increase solar power
five-fold by 2035 to reach 70GW of generation annually.3 Consequently, it is clear that the UK
Government envisages solar power as a key pillar of the shift to a low carbon economy.

The Kelham Solar Farm and BESS development hopes to provide a significant contribution
toward reaching the UK’s net zero targets and helping to secure domestic energy supply.

1 Department for Business, Energy & Industrial Strategy, The Climate Change Act 2008 (2050 Target
Amendment) Order 2019, GOV.UK, June 2019,
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2019/1056/contents/made
2 Department for Business, Energy & Industrial Strategy, Net Zero Strategy: Build Back Greener, GOV.UK,
October 2021,
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1033990/
net-zero-strategy-beis.pdf p.10
3 Department for Business, Energy & Industrial Strategy, Prime Minister’s Office, British Energy Security
Strategy, GOV.UK, April 2022, https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/british-energy-security-
strategy/british-energy-security-strategy
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2 Pre-application consultation policy
The Town and Country Planning (General Development Procedure) Order 2015 (as amended)
sets out minimum standards of publicity and notification relating to planning applications,
depending on the nature of the application.

The Localism Act 2011 implemented changes to the planning system which included an
emphasis on neighbourhood planning to empower communities to influence the form and
manner of local development in their area. With or without an adopted Neighbourhood
Development Plan (NDP), community engagement is an important part of the development
process.

The Localism Act 2011
Section 122 of the Localism Act 2011 outlines that a person intending to make a planning
application in England should carry out pre-application consultation. This should include
publicity considered likely to bring details of the potential application to the attention of a
majority of the persons who live at, or otherwise occupy, premises in the vicinity of the land to
which the application relates.

Thereafter, regulations defining the requirements of consultation have not been laid before
Parliament. As such, section 122 does not yet apply to any planning applications made under
the Town and Country Planning Act (1990). In this context the Applicant has undertaken
consultation voluntarily and in the spirit of good practice to ensure communities of interest and
communities of place are informed and have opportunities to provide feedback.

National Planning Policy Framework (2023)
The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) sets out the government’s policies for
England and outlines how these policies should be applied. With regard to pre-application
consultation, the NPPF paragraph 39 advises,

‘Early engagement has significant potential to improve the efficiency and effectiveness of the
planning application system for all parties. Good quality pre-application discussion enables
better coordination between public and private resources and improved outcomes for the
community.’

At paragraph 40 the NPPF also sets out that, ‘Local planning authorities…should also, where
they think this would be beneficial, encourage any applicants who are not already required to
do so by law to engage with the local community and, where relevant, with statutory and non-
statutory consultees, before submitting their applications.’
National and local policy that encourages pre-application consultation and local community
involvement, along with the benefits to the quality of development proposals that have been
informed by local knowledge, provide the foundation for the extensive community engagement
efforts undertaken in advance of a planning application for the Development of the Kelham
Solar Farm and Battery Energy Storage System.

National Planning Practice Guidelines
National Planning Practice Guidance (NPPG) was launched by the Government in 2014. It is
a web-based resource which is actively managed to ensure that it remains up to date.
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Guidance under the section ‘Before Submitting an Application’ outlines the benefits of pre-
application engagement with the Local Planning Authority as a means of improving the
efficiency and effectiveness of the planning application system and of improving the quality of
planning applications and their likelihood of success.

Under the heading ‘Is pre-application community consultation compulsory’ the guidance
suggests that “Pre-application engagement with the community is encouraged where it will
add value to the process and the outcome.’’

3 Approach to consultation
The aim and objective of the engagement programme was to disseminate information and
seek input from local communities in order to improve quality and maximise the public benefits
that could be delivered as part of a sustainable development scheme. The Applicant
considered it important to ensure that those most likely to be impacted by development were
aware of the proposal, had an opportunity to find out more information, and had a means by
which to express their views and help shape the final design.

An initial consultation with the local community took place across in August 2022 and involved
a range of consultation and engagement tools and feedback mechanisms to offer the local
community and interested parties the opportunity to find out about the plans and provide
feedback. Following this first round of engagement, further work took place to refine the
proposals.

As part of the planning submission, a public information event was held in September 2023 to
present the final designs to the community and provide an opportunity for attendees to ask the
project team further questions.

4 Consultation Activities

4.1 Consultation website

Assured Asset Solar 2 Ltd developed a website to provide details of the Project to
stakeholders, community representatives, and local residents.

The website (https://kelhampvfarmandbess.com/)contains an overview of the project
proposals, site location information, details about solar energy and battery storage, a project
timeline and a section answering general ‘Frequently Asked Questions’. Screenshots covering
the entirety of the website can be viewed in Appendix B.

The website includes a ‘Get in Touch’ tab where those with an interest in the proposals can
contact the project team via telephone, email, a freepost address, or by completing an online
form. The website was launched on 19th August 2022 and has continued to remain ‘live’ to
allow interested parties to find current information relating to the proposals.



ENERGY AND INFRASTRUCTURE

COMMUNICATIONS SPECIALISTS

7
Private and confidential
The ideas and information contained within this report and
any other associated documents are of a confidential nature
and must not be passed on to any third party without the
prior written consent of Thirty4/7 Communications Ltd THIRTY47.CO.UK

4.2 Letters

On 19th August 2022, a letter was sent to relevant stakeholders, community representatives,
and local residents for arrival by 22nd August 2022 (see Appendix A).

The purpose of this letter was to introduce the project, notify recipients of plans to submit the
planning application, to advertise the public exhibition, to promote the new website, and to
provide a link to the ‘Get in Touch’ page. The letter also contained a site location plan showing
the proposed layout.

The site location plan that was shown at the consultation in 2022 can be seen below:

A total of 13 stakeholder and community letters were sent (see Appendix A). This list included:

• Cllr Ben Bradley MP, Leader of Nottinghamshire County Council, ward member for
Mansfield North (NCC)

• Cllr Bruce Laughton, Deputy Leader of Nottinghamshire County Council, Cabinet
Member for Transformation, ward member for Muskham and Farnsfield (NCC)

• Cllr Keith Girling, Cabinet Member for Economic Development and Asset
Management, ward member for Newark West (NCC)

• Cllr Neil Clarke MBE, Cabinet Member for Transport and Environment, ward member
for Bingham West (NCC)

• Cllr Mike Adams, Deputy Cabinet Member for Transport and Environment, ward
member for Carlton East (NCC)

• Cllr Susan Saddington, ward member for Farndon and Trent (NCC)
• Cllr David Lloyd, Leader of the Council and Portfolio Holder for Strategy, Performance

and Finance, Newark and Sherwood District Council, ward member for Beacon
(NSDC)

• Cllr Keith Girling, Deputy Leader of the Council and Portfolio Holder for Organisational
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Development & Governance, ward member for Castle (NSDC)
• Cllr Rhona Holloway, Portfolio Holder for Economic Development and Visitors, ward

member for Bilsthorpe (NSDC)
• Cllr Roger Blaney, ward member for Farndon and Trent (NSDC)
• Sue Jackson, Clerk at Averham, Kelham and Staythorpe Parish Council
• Robert Jenrick MP for Newark

A letter was sent to 293 local residents and businesses which neighbour the project site by
post on 19th August 2022 for arrival by 22nd August 2022.

The map below displays the area in which the local residents letter (293 addresses) was
distributed. The red line boundary illustrates the proposed development, whilst the coloured
circles correspond to the proximity of addresses to the site. Yellow circles are properties
located within 0.5km of the site, red circles are properties located between 0.5km and 1km
from the site, and green circles are properties located between 1km and 1.5km from the site.
Blue circles denote properties which are located over 1.5km from the site; these addresses
were not included in the mailing list.
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4.3 Newspaper Advert

On the 25th August 2022, an advert was placed in The Newark Advertiser (see Appendix C)
promoting the public exhibition event on the 31st August 2022. The advert described the
proposed solar farm, the event format and details on how to access information of the
proposal via the website, including how to provide feedback.

5 Public Exhibition Event (August 2022)
The public exhibition event was held 31st August 2022 at the Robin Hood Theatre, Church
Lane, Averham, Newark, NG23 5RB from 4:00pm to 7:30pm.

The public exhibition event was promoted through the project website, via a newspaper advert
in the Newark Advertiser, via the letter send to 293 residents and local businesses, as well as
in the letter sent to 13 stakeholders and community representatives including the local Ward
Member and Parish Council.

In attendance at the public exhibition event were representatives from Sirius Planning,
Charlotte Nash: Assistant Planner and James Cook: Principal Planner; and representatives
from Assured Asset Solar 2 Ltd, James Innes: Developer and Stuart Mellor: Developer..

Total attendance across the event was 46 attendees, including Site Ward Member Cllr Sue
Saddington and members of the Averham, Kelham, and Staythorpe Parish Council.

5.1 Public Exhibition Format

The public exhibition event comprised a drop-in session and was held on 31st August 2022
from 4:00-7:30pm.

A poster (see Appendix D) was displayed in the venue window to guide those who had
registered an interest in attending and to encourage passers-by to drop in.

The public exhibition included four consultation boards (see Appendix E) to allow for
stakeholders to easily view the project information and to pose questions to the project team.

The first board introduced the Project and its timeline, outlined targets set by the UK
Government to combat climate change, and explained why solar energy and battery storage
are technologies vital for transitioning to a model of low carbon energy generation.

The second board centred upon frequently asked questions and provided information on the
noise and visual impact of the development, the distribution of solar panels, the estimated
time for construction, potential flood risks, and the security of the site.

The third board illustrated details of the proposal itself, with a site map of the area included as
a visual guide. The board also explained why the location was chosen and the potential
benefits to biodiversity and the local community. Also featured was a statistical explanation on
how the electricity produced by the solar farm would equate in the form of displaced carbon
emissions.
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Finally, the fourth board detailed the technical assessments and surveys which are taking
place to inform the planning application.

In addition to providing verbal feedback, attendees at the consultation event were
encouraged to fill out a feedback form (see Appendix F). The form first asked about the
consultation event itself, including how people had heard about the event and whether the
venue and time were considered appropriate.

The form also contained a blank section of lined paper for attendees to write down their
thoughts and suggestions; if the space provided did not suffice, attendees were also able
to provide their written thoughts on additional paper or were directed to use the online
version. Any attendee who filled in a form was informed that their data would be handled
in line with the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR).

Printouts detailing the information displayed on the consultation boards were also
provided for those who might struggle to stand and read. To ensure clarity over the site
boundaries, a printout of the site location map (see Appendix G) was provided and
displayed on a table; this allowed attendees to clearly understand where the proposed
development would be situated. An information sheet (see Appendix H) with details from
the consultation boards was also provided and could be taken home by those in
attendance.
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6 Feedback
6.1 Email

The Project team received two emails from local residents following the public
exhibition event on 31st August 2022.

The key concerns raised include the use of agricultural land, proximity to a
conservation area, site security, impact on public rights of way, the visual impact
and lack of overall benefits.

The feedback from these emails has been considered in Chapter 7.

6.2 Telephone

One phone call was received from a local resident who could not attend the consultation.

The resident had concerns over the use of agricultural land for solar and battery
development. The Project team assured the resident that the development would be a
temporary use of land for a maximum of forty years, after which the land would return to
agricultural use.

The feedback from this phone call has been considered in Chapter 7.
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7 Key Issues, Conclusion and Next Steps
The consultation was well publicised through a variety of channels, including the project
website, a newspaper advert, as well as direct letters to stakeholders, community
representatives, and local residents. With the attendance of 46 stakeholders, community
representatives, and local residents at the public exhibition event, as well as two emails
and one telephone call, the proposals and consultation proved to be of interest to the
local community with relatively high attendance.

Out of the six responses received, two have been supportive and four have stated their
opposition. Of those who attended the public exhibition and provided feedback, two were
in favour and two opposed, whilst both email respondents were opposed.

One of the supportive residents referenced the substantial distance between homes on
Broadgate Lane and the solar farm site as reason for their support. The second resident
in favour noted that permissive bridleways around the site perimeter would be retained
for horse riders, thereby satisfying their concerns.

One of the opposing residents registered their concern for wildlife and ponds, lamented
the loss of productive agricultural land, and stated that they saw no benefit for the local
community. They were particularly concerned regarding the prospective loss of access to
Kelham Hall potentially leading to a decline in walking and riding within Kelham. The
second opposing resident who attended the public exhibition emphasised that there was
a lack of information and was informed that a second consultation would be held before
the planning application is submitted.

As mentioned above, two households contacted the consultation via email to express
their views and both were opposed to the development. The first email mentioned the
potential loss of high-grade agricultural land, the proximity of the proposals to a
Conservation Area, and perceived ecological impacts. Concern was also raised over the
prospective loss of amenities and recreational facilities, the impact of fencing and CCTV
on the landscape, any impacts visually, and the retention of property value. The first
email similarly noted the perceived absence of benefits for the local community,
construction disruption, the limited likelihood of the land returning to agricultural use
following decommissioning, and the perceived comparable inefficiency of solar farms as
a renewable energy generator compared to off-shore wind.

The second resident to make contact via email also opposed the proposals, with concern
directed at the potential loss of agricultural land and impact on the local Conservation
Area. Concern was also directed at local heritage, namely listed buildings, any impact on
Public Rights of Way and the landscape visually. The proximity to Staythorpe Power
Station was also a concern, as well as a perceived lack of local incentives, including
subsidised energy bills or compensation for any loss of property value.

Assured Asset Solar 2 Ltd is committed to ongoing dialogue with the Ward Members,
Parish Councils and local representatives on this matter.

Following the stakeholder and community consultation summarised in this document, the
proposals have been finalised for submission whereupon further consultation will take
place.

Assured Asset Solar 2 Ltd will continue to work closely with the Local Authority, Ward



ENERGY AND INFRASTRUCTURE

COMMUNICATIONS SPECIALISTS

13
Private and confidential
The ideas and information contained within this report and
any other associated documents are of a confidential nature
and must not be passed on to any third party without the
prior written consent of Thirty4/7 Communications Ltd THIRTY47.CO.UK

Members, Parish Councils and community representatives throughout the forthcoming
planning application and any subsequent construction activities.

Interested parties will be able to find up to date information on the project website
(https://kelhampvfarmandbess.com/) and contact the project team via online form,
email, or post.

8 Public Information Event (September 2023)
As part of the submission of the planning application to Newark and Sherwood District
Council, Assured Asset Solar 2 Ltd invited the local community to view the final proposals
via an informal drop in event. This provided the community and local stakeholders with
an opportunity to ask representatives of the applicant questions you about the proposals.

Since the August 2022 public exhibition significant amendments to the proposal had
been made as result of community feedback. Key changes included:

• Reduction of the application site area from 95ha to 71ha;
• Inclusion of a standoff from Broadgate Lane
• Provision of a screening bund (and associated planting) to the south of Broadgate

Lane;
• Inclusion of a standoff from the A617 and secondary hedgerow;
• Reduction in panel height to 2m
• Provision of woodland/scrub planting block in the eastern corner of the application

site to the south of Kelham;
• Inclusion of 4.5km of permissive bridleway around the perimeter of the application

site in addition to the existing Public right of Way;
• Provision of a community benefit fund (£1,000 per MW) to be administered by the

Parish Council; and
• A scheme of biodiversity enhancement for the life of the scheme.

The public information event was held on Thursday 21st September 2023 at the Robin
Hood Theatre, Church Lane, Averham, Newark, NG23 5RB from 3pm to 7pm.

The public information event was promoted via a newspaper advert published in the
Newark Advertiser in the 14th September 2023 (see Appendix I), via a letter sent to 297
residents and local businesses in the mailing zone that was used to promote the
consultation. A letter was also sent to 13 stakeholders and community representatives
including the local ward member and Parish Council.

The public information event included a leaflet with information about the proposals,
including the site layout (Appendix J) to allow for stakeholders to easily view the project
information and pose questions to the project team. The project website was also
updated with the revised site location plan.

There were approximately 30 attendees to the event and the event was generally well
received. Queries related to the safety of the battery and the visibility of the site from key
locations (such as roads and properties). The community were generally positive that a
proposed permissive footpath around the sire is being included as part of the submission.
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The project team was able to answer and address these queries and no further enquiries
have been received since the event.
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Appendix A – Stakeholder, Community, and
Resident Letter
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Appendix B – Project Website

1. Home
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2. What Are We Proposing?
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3. Why Solar?
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4. Why Battery Storage?
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5. Project Documents
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6. Get in touch
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Appendix D – Poster
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Appendix E – Consultation Boards
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Appendix F – Feedback Form
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Appendix G – Site Location Map
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Appendix H – Information Sheet
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Appendix I – Newspaper Advert (Public Information
Event)
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Appendix J – Information Sheet (Public Information
Event)


