
RUFFORD PARISH COUNCIL 

 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday 21 January 2025 at 6.00 pm at the 

Markham Suite, Rufford Mill, Rufford 

 

Present: Councillors: 

D. Fernley (Chair) 

J. Pearce  

B.Bates 

A. Drane 

D. Johnson 

 

In attendance:  

C. Wilson (Clerk) 

S Carlton (County councillor) 

C. Hanrahan (Parkwood Leisure) 

Members of the public x 2 

 
 

DISCUSSION AND DECISIONS ACTION 

RPC/01/25 Apologies for absence: Apologies were received and accepted from 

Mr Ball. Mr Jones had been delayed.  

 

RPC/02/25 Declarations of interest: There were no declarations of interest, 

direct or indirect, in any items of business on the agenda. 

  

RPC/03/25 Dispensations: No dispensations required.   

RPC/04/25 Parkwood Leisure Report: It was reported that: 

a. ANPR was being deployed imminently starting at the Mill car 

park 

b. The new grounds team was in place. 

c. The Savile restaurant was expected to re-open in mid-late 

February 2025. It has been rebranded and renamed roof was 

nearly complete 

d. The results of and recommendations from a borehole 

investigation are awaited in relation to the Talbot suite floor. 

e. The eel pass was operational. 

 

Ms Hanrahan noted that: 

1. The meadow needed to be harrowed and raked this month 

2. Mr Pearce was meeting Ms Hanrahan’s colleague to store some 

parish council files 

3. A person appeared to be living in a tent on the site 

4. Central Ride is still being driven at speed 

 

 

 

RPC/05/25 10 minutes public speaking time: The public confirmed that they 

were in attendance in relation to the Ford (item 10a on the agenda). 

 

RPC/06/25 Minutes of the Parish Council meetings held on 19 November 

2024: The minutes of the meeting on 19 November 2024 were 

approved. 

 

RPC/07/25 Matters arising – for information only: There were no matters 

arising. 

 

RPC/08/25 Reports from district and county councillors: Mr Carlton reported 

on the following in particular: 

a. NCC budget setting had taken place which had included the 

need to deal with the implications of the Government’s budget. 

It was understood that the National Insurance and tax 

increases would be reimbursed and there had been some 

 



funding increases, particularly adult social care. It was hoped 

that the council tax increase would be below 5%. 

b. There had been no progress in relation to Ollerton roundabout 

with the project still under Government consideration. 

c. The worst sections of the A617 and A616 between |Ollerton 

and Kneesall were being removed and resurfaced. 

d. Developments in relation to the reorganisation of council 

government. 

e. He had attended an update meeting in with officers the 

previous week in relation to the Ford. The delay in reaching a 

decision on its future is partially due to the need to address 

issues raised by third parties during the consultation. Some of 

these were quite technical and involved. Generally, the 

consultation responses tended to support NCC’s initial view 

that the Ford should be permanently closed. Some delay is 

also due to the feasibility study and to the impact of then 

closure on Station Lane in Ollerton.However, the pre-election 

period will begin in March with ethe  consequent implications 

for council business. He had requested an update before then. 

In the meantime, the temporary closure lasts until December 

2025. He was hoping for clarity by the end of January 2025. 

 

There were reports of joyriders in the park using Broad Ride. Ms 

Hanrahan will raise this as will Mr Calton. 

 

Ms Hanrahan and the public left at 6.30 pm. 

RPC/09/25 Reports from Councillors: There was a report of rubbish by the side 

of the road. 

 

RPC/10/25 Parish environment and appearance including: 

a. Rufford Ford, Rufford – Prohibition of driving – 

Developments and update: See PPC/08/25 above. 

b. Flooding support: Councillors noted that funding application had 

been approved in full and that the flood resources had been 

delivered to the residents by whom it is being stored. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

RPC/11/25 Financial matters: 

a. Financial position as at 31 October 2024: Councillors 

considered and noted the clerk’s report showing the precise 

financial position at 31 December 2024 (incorporating the 2024-25 

budget figures).  

b. Approve clerk’s salary: Councillors had noted the NJC salary 

increases at the meeting on 19 November 2024 (RPC/25/25) and 

approved the implementation of the increase. 

c. Accounts for payment: Councillors unanimously approved nine 

payments totalling £2120.97. 

d. Insurance matters – Update and application of insurance 

monies: Councillors noted that the insurers had paid the 

maximum sum, £10,000. Then clerk will undertake verification 

checks for the approved recipient of the excess funds, Feel Good 

Gardens, which would have been repayable to ODEF had it 

continued to exist. 

e. Appointment of internal auditor: Councillors regretted that the 

Halam parish clerk was no longer undertaking this role for a 

further year. 

f. Review system of internal control: Councillors discussed the 

operation of the system of internal control and agreed that it was 

adequate for the size and needs of the council and continued to 

operate effectively, subject to the appointment of an internal 

auditor which was in hand. 

g. Consider need for interim internal audit: The clerk advised 

 

 

 

 

 

 



councillors as to the on-going nature of the internal audit process. 

Councillors considered their financial affairs for the financial year 

to date. They decided that an interim internal audit would be 

disproportionate and was not justified. 

h. To consider the financial information provided by the Clerk 

and NSDC’s letter regarding 2025/26 precept estimates 

and to agree the precept for the year ending 31 March 

2026: Councillors considered the financial information provided by 

the clerk. They noted the level of reserves, recognising that these 

were at a level which provided scope for investment on the parish 

environment. Councillors unanimously decided to retain the 

precept at £4000. 

RPC/13/25 Planning: 

a. Applications: 24/02128/FUL The Courtyard, Manor Farm - 

Solar panels – Councillors considered the application and 

decided that they had no objections to the proposal. 

b. To note planning decisions by NSDC: None 

c. Great North Road Solar Park – Developments and 

correspondence: Mr Scott reported that Elements Green had 

delivered a briefing to the county councillors. Councillors 

noted that second stage of the consultation had been postponed 

for a month. 

d. Enforcement matters: None 

 

 

 

RPC/14/25 Service faults: A loose cable at the top of Maylodge Drive had been 

reported to BT 

 

RPC/15/5 Correspondence: All items of correspondence noted.  

RPC/16/25 Agenda items for next meeting: As above  

RPC/17/25 Date of next meeting: 6.00 pm on Tuesday 18 March 2025  

The meeting closed at 6.50 pm



  

 

 

  


